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CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 2238 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SNAR, SY, LE 

SUBJECT: OPIUM CULTIVATION IN BEKAA VALLEY LEBANON 

REF: STATE 72836 

1 . CHARLES SINKINS AND ENTIRE SUPPORT STAFF OF UNDP BEKAA 
HASHISH PROJECT LEFT AREA AT LEAST THREE MONTHS AGO. UNDP 
OFFICE HERE ADVISED THAT LEBANESE ASSISTANTS WHO USED TO 
TRAVEL TO DAMASCUS FREQUENTLY ARE NO LONGER UNDER CONTRACT 
TO UNDP OR IN CONTACT WITH OFFICE HERE. DEA MAY BE ABLE 

TO CONTACT SINKINS THROUGH UNIV. OF MINNESOTA AT SOIL 
SCIENCE FACULTY. WE HAVE NO OTHER ADDRESS FOR HIM. 

THERESA R. FORTIN, SINKINS ASSISTANT AT UNDP WHO HAS ALSO 
DEPARTED FOR U.S. MAY BE ABLE SUPPLY MORE CURRENT ADDRESS 
FOR SINKINS. HER ADDRESS IS: 562 SABATTUS ST., LEWISTON, 

MAINE. SINKINS MAY IN TURN BE ABLE TO SUPPLY NAMES AND 
SUGGEST WAYS OF CONTACTING FORMER LEBANESE ASSOCIATES WHO ARE 
REPORTEDLY STILL IN BEKAA. FORTIN'S ADDRESS WAS TAKEN FROM 
CONSULAR SECTION REGISTRATION FILES AND PRIVACY ACT 
PROVISIONS SHOULD BE FOLLOWED. 

2. ONLY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION EMBASSY HAS BEEN ABLE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 DAMASC 02238 070748Z 

TO DEVELOP SROM SYRIAN NARCOTIC SQUAD SOURCES HERE IS THAT 
CULTIVATION IS TAKING PLACE IN AREA AROUND DEIR AL-AHMAR. 
ADDRESSESS WILL RECOGNIZE NAME OF AREA AS ONE WHICH HAS 
ALWAYS FIGURED VERY PROMINENTLY IN HASHISH CULTIVATION 
AND OVER WHICH GOL ANTI-NARCOTIC EFFORTS HAVE BEEN MINIMAL. 

3. EMBASSY COMMENT: SINKINS REPORTS WERE BASED ON SECOND 
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OR THIRD HAND REPORTS AND AT THAT TIME THERE WAS GREATER 
INSECURITY AND CHAOS IN BEKAA THAN AT PRESENT. WE FEEL 
THAT ESTIMATE OF 700 HECTARES IS PROBABLY HIGH AND THAT IF 
SUCH CULTIVATION TOOK PLACE. LARGER QUANTITIES OF RAW 
OR PROCESSED HEROIN WOULD ALREADY HAVE BEEN IDENTIFIED 
FROM THIS SOURCE BY ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES. 

MURPHY 
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